Tournament Rules for July 8-9, 2011
NO DOGS will be allowed at the BC United Soccer Complex.

Except as provided below, FIFA rules and regulations shall have full force and effect.

CREDENTIALS CHECK---At registration the following credentials will be required:

1. YOUTH Teams


a)  All Youth players must be registered with player passes for the current year from their state associations.

b)  A maximum of 8 eligible players for U-11 through U-19. A maximum of 10 eligible players for U-8 through u10.

c)  All teams outside of New York State West must provide an approved Permission to Travel Form.

d)  Each team must have a medical release form for each participant in case of an injury requiring medical     attention.

e)  Tournament teams are allowed, however, any team that rosters more than two players that participate in a Premier League will be required to play up to the next eligible age group as long as it does not require them to play up more than one year. 

f)  Teams must be registered at least 1 hour prior to their first scheduled game.


2. ADULT Teams
No specific eligibility requirements for Men’s Open, Men’s O-30, Men’s O-40, Co-ed Open, Women’s O-30 or Women’s Open with the exception of the following:

a)  All participants must sign a hold harmless agreement.

b)  Player’s competing in the Men’s Open or Women’s Open that are under the age of 18 must have a parent   or guardian sign a disclaimer.

c)  Player’s competing in the Men’s O-30 division must be at least 30 years of age as of July 12, 2008.  Proof of age in the form of a Driver’s License or Non Driver’s ID must be produced upon request.

d) With the exception of the Goalkeeper, player’s competing in the Men’s O-40 division must be at least 40 years of age as of July 12, 2008.  The goalkeeper must be at least 30 years of age as of July 12, 2008. Proof of age in the form of a Driver’s License or Non Driver’s Id must be produced upon request.

e)  Maximum roster sizes are 8 for all adult divisions.
f) There must be a minimum of 2 women on the field at all times for the Co-Ed division. (rule added 5/27/09)

3.  SUBSTITUTIONS: Substitutions shall be allowed freely (on the fly).

a)  The player being substituted for must leave at mid-field before his teammate can enter the field of play. 

b)  All substitutions will be made from the mid-field line.

4.  FORFEITS:  Forfeits will be a 5-0 score awarded to an opponent of a team not appearing at the scheduled game time or a team leaving the field before the game conclusion.  In the event of a forfeit, no point will be awarded for a shutout to either team.

5. LENGTH OF GAME: All games shall be 25 minutes in length, consisting of two 12 1/2 minute halves.  Half-time will be exactly 1 minute in length with teams changing sides without leaving the field. Substitutions may be made at your own risk.  Referees will start play after one minute whether a team is ready or not.

Regular games can end in a tie.  In the event of a tie at the end of a play-off or championship game, one 5 minute sudden death overtime will be played (coin flip for side or ball).  If the game is tied at the end of this overtime period, goalies will be removed and teams will play 3v3 until a goal is scored.  No one will be allowed to use their hands during this time frame.  Substitutions may be made on the fly and at your own risk. 

6.  STANDINGS: The order of finish will be determined by the number of points accumulated.  Points:

· Ten (10) points for a win 
· Five (5) points for a tie

·  Zero (0) points for a loss,

· One point for each goal scored up to 5 per game (win, lose or draw)
· One (1) point for each shutout


If two teams are tied for points, the order of finish will be decided as follows:

a) Results of head-to-head competition---in the event of a three way tie, this tiebreaker is eliminated.

b)  Total goal differential (max 4 goals per game)

c)  Least goals allowed (counting all goals)

d)  Most games holding the opponent to less than 3 goals

7.  FOULS AND MISCONDUCT:  Any player who receives a yellow card has to leave the field and cannot re-enter until the next dead ball situation.  This player can be substituted for prior to restarting play. 
Any player ejected (red card) must sit out the remainder of the game (the team plays short) and the remainder of the tournament. The player will also be asked to leave the premises and is ineligible to play in next year’s tournament. (Updated for the 2011 Tournament) 

Coaches are reminded that they are responsible for their players and fans.  The tournament committee reserves the right to disqualify a team for gross misconduct by its coaches, players or fans.  REMINDER:  THIS TOURNAMENT IS ABOUT FAIR PLAY, HEALTHY COMPETITION AND EXTREME SPORTSMANSHIP.

8.  AWARDS:  Awards will be presented to the 1st and 2nd place winners in each age group bracket from U11 through U-19 and all adult brackets.  All players in the U-10 brackets (“Festival Play”) will receive equal awards.  Awards will be distributed after the last game of the bracket has been completed.  Any changes to this are at the discretion of the Tournament Director.  Please plan your time accordingly.

9.  BRACKET PLAY:  

a) Three Team Brackets---Two game round robin to determine seedings.  The second place team will then play the third place team in a semi-final.  The winner of the semi-final game will advance to the championship game against the 1st seeded team.
b) Four Team Brackets---Three game round robin format.   Top two teams will then play for the championship.
c) Five Team Brackets---Four game round robin format.     
d) Six Team Brackets---Two brackets of three teams will play round robin within the bracket plus one crossover game.  The first place team of each division will play in the Championship Game.
e) Seven Team Brackets---Each team will play two games within the bracket.  The teams are picked at random.  At the end of the first round of play, teams will be seeded based on points and if needed tiebreakers followed by semi-finals and a championship game.
f) More than Seven Teams Entered - Teams will be divided into two divisions following the bracket play from above. For example, eight teams entered will have two four-team divisions; nine teams entered will have one four-team division and one five-team division; ten teams entered will have two 
five-team divisions, etc. 
10. PROTESTS:  No protests will be allowed.  The tournament committee reserves the right to decide on all matters pertaining to the tournament and the tournament rules.

11. TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION:  In the event of inclement weather or any other “Act of God” which would prevent continuation of the games, the tournament will be cancelled.  Partial refund checks may be paid to each team at the discretion of the tournament committee.   
12. FIELD/GOAL SIZES:  Field sizes and goal sizes will be modified for this tournament depending on the Age Group.  For the most part, 6x10 or 6x12 foot indoor goals will be used.  However, for “Festival Play” (U-8 Thru U-10), smaller goals may be used.   

Field sizes will be approximately 24 x 32 yards for “Festival Play” U-8 thru U-10 divisions, 30 x 45 yards for all other Youth and Adult  divisions.

The tournament committee reserves the right to change the field sizes and/or goal sizes prior to the beginning of the tournament if they deem it to be appropriate.

13. “FESTIVAL PLAY”  - MODIFIED U-8 CO-ED and U-10 RULES:
Rules will conform to FIFA laws with the following exceptions:
a) Max # of players on the field is (4), including the goalkeeper.
b) No offsides
c) Goal sizes and Field sizes will be modified to appropriate dimensions to assure fun and   optimal opportunity for individual and team success.  
d) All free kicks will be indirect.
e) Size 4 ball.
f) No penalty kicks.
g) No slide tackles.

14. MISCELLANEOUS HOUSE RULES: 

a) No slide tackles for ALL divisions.

b) Once a goalie has possession of the ball he or she may drop or dribble the ball outside of the box and kick it over half if desired without penalty.
c) Kick-offs are direct- the first touch must travel forward.  (not for Festival Play)
d) U-10 divisions and below are “Festival Play”.  Everybody Wins in accordance with NYSWYSA rules.  Scores and Standing are not kept.  Equal awards will be given to all participants.  There will be no play-off games.
e) Championship and play-off games will be provided at the discretion of the Tournament Director.  Whatever your schedule says.

f) In the event that both teams have the same color jerseys, the referee will flip a coin and the winning team will not have to change their jerseys or wear pinneys. 

g) Every team will receive a minimum of 3 twenty-five minute games.

h) Penalty Kicks will be from 9 yards out

i) In the Co-ed division, there must be an equal number of females and males on the field at all times.  The exception is that if there is only 1 male is available to play, the team can use 3 females and one male, but not 3 males and 1 female.   An agreement cannot be made between the two teams that will allow either team to use 3 male players on the field at one time.

j) No offsides 

k) Flip of coin decides choice of kick-off or side to defend first.

l) These rules are subject to some changes as deemed necessary prior to the beginning of the tournament.

m) There will be no throw-ins when the ball goes over the touch line.  There will be an indirect kick-in from the spot where the ball goes out of play.

